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Warda Abbasi
Planning Stage - Method
1. Initial Ideas
• Mood / Inspiration Boards
• Spider Diagrams & Quick Notes
2. Research with Sketches
• Locations/ Styles/ Tone/ Atmosphere
• Drawings of observations/ ideas/ real life
• Materials/ Textures/ Colours
3. Experimentation + Developing Ideas
• Detailed individual scenic elements
• Sketches of different designs
• Scale Drawings
4. Prototype
• Miniature whitecard scale model
5. Final Model

Initial Ideas
Spider Diagram

Inspiration Board

Research
Locations
Guanajuato

The streets are narrow and
are decorated with balconies,
plants and flags. Houses are
square and boxy in shape with
clean lines; contrast with striking colour and being stacked
together.
Gridlike/Colourful/Balconies

Guanajuato is a central Mexican state known as the birthplace of the country’s independence.
Most of the state's architecturally significant buildings are in Mexican Baroque style, especially in
the capital city. Guanajuato is home or place of origin of three important painters: Diego
Rivera, José Chávez Morado and Olga Costa.

Notable Places
•

Parroquia de San Miguel Arcángel in San Miguel de Allende

•

Guanajuato Basilica

•

Dolores Hidalgo

•

Yuriria

Plaza Garibaldi

Plaza Garibaldi is located in historic downtown Mexico City. The Plaza is known as Mexico City's
home of mariachi music.

Santa Fe de la Laguna

Santa Fe de la Laguna preserves the culture and customs of the Purépecha people. Pottery is the
principal industry and inhabitants make colourful handmade pieces with a variety of shapes and
colours.

Cozumel Town

Cozumel is an island in the Caribbean Sea off the eastern coast of Mexico.

Merida

Mérida, the vibrant capital of the Mexican state of Yucatán, has a rich Mayan and colonial heritage.
The city’s focal point is Plaza de la Independencia, bordered by the fortress like Mérida Cathedral
and white limestone Iglesia de la Tercera Orden, both colonial-era churches built using relics from
ancient Mayan temples. The city, similarly like much of the state, has heavy Mayan, Spanish,
French, British, Lebanese and, to a lesser extent, Dutch influences.

Taxco, Guerrero
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Taxco is a town in the state of Guerrero, southwest of Mexico City, famed for its silver jewellery
production and Spanish colonial architecture. Plaza Borda, the main square, is home to the landmark 18th-century Santa Prisca church, with stone towers and a rose-colored facade in elaborate
churrigueresque style. Nearby, the Casa Borda cultural centre displays works by local artists, and
hosts music and theatre events.

Veracruz
Xico

Xico is a city located in the central part of the state of Veracruz. It produces coffee, tropical fruit,
wine, handicrafts, and other products.

Coatepec

Coatepec is known for its coffee, which both tastes and looks appealing.

Tabasco
Balancan

In the municipal territory there is the archaeological site of Moral-Reforma , dating back to the
classical Maya period.

Villahermosa

Villahermosa is the capital and largest city of the Mexican state of Tabasco.

Tlaxco, Tlaxcala

Michoacan
Tacambaro

Tacambaro was classified as a Pueblo Mágico (Magic Town) because of its cultural and natural
richness; as well as its unique material on immaterial heritage.

Janitzio

Janitzio is one of the islands of
Lake Pátzcuaro, located in the
State of Michoacán. It is the
most important of the five islands.

Morelia

Morelia is the capital of the central Mexican state of Michoacán. The colonial city center's narrow streets are lined with well-preserved 17th- and 18th-century buildings built from the region’s characteristic pink stone.

Santuario de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe

Magdalena de Kino, Sonora

San Cristobal de las Casas, Chiapas

The municipality is mostly made up of mountainous terrain, but the city sits in a small valley surrounded by hills. The city’s centre maintains its Spanish colonial layout and much of its architecture, with red tile roofs, cobblestone streets and wrought iron balconies often with flowers. Most
of the city’s economy is based on commerce, services and tourism.

Puebla
A colonial era-planned city, it is located in (southern) Central Mexico on the main route between
the capital, Mexico City, and Mexico's main Atlantic port, Veracruz. It is the fourth largest city in
Mexico. The historical and cultural value of Puebla's architecture is a major reason the city was
chosen as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Huauchinango
The center of the city is the Plaza de Armas main square with the main streets of the center all
leading to it. The plaza is filled with gardens and walkways and surrounded by some of the most
important buildings. One of these is the municipal palace with a façade with two sets of arches, of
which the upper set serves as a balcony.

Atlixco

Atlixco is a city in central Mexico, at the foot of the Popocatépetl volcano. It’s known for its cultivation of flowers. On Zócalo square, the Palacio Municipal has colorful murals depicting local history.

Cholula
Cholula is best known for its Great Pyramid, with the Iglesia de Nuestra Señora de los Remedios
sanctuary on top, as well as its numerous churches.

Tlatlauquitepec

Mexican Cuisine

Mexican cuisine is an important aspect of the culture, social structure and popular traditions of
Mexico. Mexican cuisine was inscribed in 2010 on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO.

Mexican cuisine is elaborate and often tied to symbolism and festivals. Food preparation, especially for family and social events, is considered to be an investment in order to maintain social
relationships. Even the idea of flavour is considered to be social, with meals prepared for certain dinners and certain occasions when they are considered the tastiest.
In central Mexico, the main festival foods are mole, barbacoa, carnitas and mixiotes. Another
important festive food is the tamale.

A sugar-based candy craft called alfeñique was adapted, but often with indigenous themes, especially today for Day of the Dead.

Street food

Mexico has one of the most extensive street food cultures in Latin America, and Forbes named
Mexico City as one of the foremost cities on the world in which to eat on the street.

The best known of Mexico’s street foods is the taco. Another popular street food, especially in
Mexico City and the surrounding area is the torta.

Music of Mexico
The music of Mexico is very diverse and features a wide range of musical genres and performance
styles. It has been influenced by a variety of cultures, most notably the culture of the indigenous
peoples of Mexico and Europe.

Mariachi is an ensemble that consists of guitarrón, vihuela, guitar, violins and trumpets.
This folk ensemble performs ranchera, son de mariachi, huapango de mariachi, polka, corrido, and
other musical forms. It originated in the southern part of the state of Jalisco during the 19th century. It has a distinctive instrumentation, musical genre, performance and singing styles, and clothing.

Mexican Art
The development of these arts roughly follows the history of Mexico, divided into the prehispanic Mesoamerican era, the colonial period, with the period after Mexican War of Independence
further subdivided. Mexican art is usually filled with intricate patterns.

Pre-Columbian Art
Almost all Mesoamerican art was created to serve religious or political needs, rather than art for
art's sake. It is strongly based on nature, the surrounding political reality and the gods. Art was
expressed on a variety of mediums such as ceramics, amate paper and architecture.

Colonial Era 1521-1821
The construction of more elaborate churches with large quantities of religious artwork would define
much of the artistic output of the colonial period. Today, colonial-era structures and other works
exist all over the country.
Feather work was a highly valued skill of prehispanic central Mexico that continued into the early
colonial era. While colonial art remained almost completely European in style, with muted colours
and no indication of movement—the addition of native elements, which began with the tequitqui,
continued.
Mexican Baroque
Baroque free standing sculptures feature life-size scales, realistic skin tones and the simulation of gold-threaded garments through a technique called estofado, the application of
paint over gold leaf. A notable artist being Cristóbal de Villalpando. In the 16th, 17th and
18th centuries, Mexico City was one of the wealthiest in the world, mostly due to mining
and agriculture, and was able to support a large art scene.
Neoclassical and Secular Art
Beginning in the late Baroque period, portrait painting of local nobility became a significant
genre. Two notable painters of this type are brothers Nicolás and Juan Rodríguez Juárez.
Another type of secular colonial painting is called casta paintings referring to the depiction
of racial hierarchy racially in eighteenth-century New Spain. The Crown promoted the establishment in Mexico of the Neoclassical style of art and architecture, which had become
popular in Spain.

Independence to the outbreak of the Mexican Revolution,
1821–1911
Early Post-independence era the Mid Nineteenth Century
Artists of the independence era in Mexico (1810–21) produced works showing the revolution’s heroes. The portraits had new visual images of the emerging Mexican nationalism; for example the
eagle atop the nopal cactus, which became the central image for the Mexican flag.
The new government continued to favour Neoclassical art as it considered the Baroque a symbol
of colonialism. However, indigenous themes appeared in paintings and sculptures. The indigenous
past was seen as more truly Mexican.
In the first half of the 19th century, the Romantic style of painting was introduced into Mexico and
the rest of Latin America by foreign travellers interested in the newly independent country.

Late Nineteenth Century to the Revolution
In the mid-to late 19th century Latin American academies began to shift away from severe Neoclassicism to “academic realism”. Idealised and simplified depictions became more realistic, with
emphasis on details. One of the most important painters was Catalan Pelegrí Clavé, who painted
landscapes but was best known for his depictions of the intellectual elite of Mexico City.
The art of the 19th century after Independence is considered to have declined, especially during
the late 19th century and early 20th. The emergence of young artists, such as Diego Rivera and
Saturnino Herrán, increased the focus on Mexican-themed works. This meant that following the
military phase of the Mexican Revolution in the 1920s, Mexican artists made huge strides is forging
a robust artistic nationalism.

20th Century

While a shift to more indigenous and Mexican themes appeared in the 19th century, the Mexican
Revolution from 1910 to 1920 had a dramatic effect on Mexican art.The government became an
ally to many of the intellectuals and artists in Mexico City and commissioned murals for public
buildings to reinforce its political messages including those that emphasised Mexican rather than
European themes.This production of art is known as the Mexican Modernist School or the Mexican Muralist Movement, and it redefined art in Mexico. The muralist movement reached its
height in the 1930s with four main protagonists: Diego Rivera, David Alfaro Siqueiros, José
Clemente Orozco, and Fernando Leal. It is the most studied part of Mexico's art history.
Another important figure of this time period was Frida Kahlo. While she painted canvases instead
of murals, she is still considered part of the Mexican Modernist School as her work emphasised
Mexican folk culture and colours. She began to challenge Mexico's obsession with the female
body. Her portraits, purposefully small, addressed a wide range of topics not being addressed by
the mainstream art world at the time. These included motherhood, domestic violence, and male
egoism.

Popular Arts and Handcrafts

Mexican handcrafts and folk art is a complex category of items made by hand or in small workshops. These include ceramics, wall hangings, certain types of paintings, and textiles.Like the
more formal arts, artesanía has both indigenous and European roots and is considered a valued
part of Mexico's ethnic heritage.
Most of the artesanía produced in Mexico consists of ordinary things made for daily use. They are
considered artistic because they contain decorative details or are painted in bright colours, or
both. The bold use of colours in crafts and other constructions extends back to pre-Hispanic
times. These were joined by other colours introduced by European and Asian contact, always in
bold tones.

Cinema

While Mexico's Golden Age of Cinema is regarded as the 1940s and 1950s, two films from the mid
to late 1930s, Allá en el Rancho Grande (1936) and Vamanos con Pancho Villa (1935), set the
standard of this age thematically, aesthetically, and ideologically. These films featured archetypal star figures and symbols based on broad national mythologies. Some of the mythology
according to Carlos Monsiváis, includes the participants in family melodramas, the masculine
charros of ranchero films, femme fatales (often played by María Félix and Dolores del Río), the
indigenous peoples of Emilio Fernández’s films, and Cantinflas’s peladito (urban miscreant). Settings were often ranches, the battlefields of the Revolution, and cabarets.
Mexican film making facilities were taken over by Hollywood production companies in the 1980s,
crowding out local production.Popular filmmaking decreased but the art sector grew.
Starting in the 1990s, Mexican cinema began to make a comeback, mostly through co-production
with foreign interests. One reason for international interest in Mexican cinema was the wild success of the 1992 film Como Agua Para Chocolate (Like Water for Chocolate). In 1993, this film
was the largest grossing foreign language film in U.S. history and ran in a total of 34 countries.
Since then, Mexican film divided into two genres. Those for a more domestic audience tend to
be more personal and more ambiguously political. Those geared for international audiences have
more stereotypical Mexican images.
Mexico's newest generation of successful directors includes Alejandro González Iñárritu, Guillermo del Toro, and Alfonso Cuarón.

Photography in Mexico

Photography came to Mexico in the form of daguerreotype about six months after its discovery,
and it spread quickly. It was initially used for portraits of the wealthy (because of its high cost),
and for shooting landscapes and pre-Hispanic ruins. Another relatively common type of early
photographic portraits were those of recently deceased children, called little angels, which persisted into the first half of the 20th century. This custom derived from a Catholic tradition of
celebrating a dead child's immediate acceptance into heaven, bypassing purgatory.
Modern photography in Mexico did not begin as an art form, but rather as documentation, associated with periodicals and government projects to present the nation's modernisation to the
rest of the world, with Mexico City as its cultural showpiece. This image was European-based
with some indigenous elements for distinction
Kahlo and Casasola are considered the two most important photographers to develop the medium in Mexico, with Kahlo defining architectural photography and Casasolas establishing photojournalism.

Architecture

Many of Mexico's older architectural structures, including entire sections of Pre-Hispanic and
colonial cities, have been designated World Heritage sites for their historical and artistic significance. The country has the largest number of sites declared World Heritage Sites by UNESCO in
the Americas.

Prehispanic Period
Known for multifamily adobe buildings.

Colonial Period
Influenced by Spanish architecture and Arabic styles of patterns. Focus on Cathedrals; with
communities organised around central churches. The Churches were mostly Baroque in
style.
Neoclassicism - clean lines of Greek & Roman architecture.

19th & 20th Century
Parisian and French influenced architecture with addition to gas lamps and eucalyptus
trees.
Italian architects introduced different materials and styles.
Effort to integrate traditional Prehispanic antiquity and motifs to unify Mexico.

Traditional
adobe
houses
mixed with
colonial
style architecture

Architectural Features
Fountains

Courtyards

Balconies

Roof Tiles

Wooden Beams

Arches

Mosaics

Day of the Dead
The Day of the Dead is a Mexican Celebration. The multi-day holiday focuses on gatherings of
family and friends to pray for and remember friends and family members who have died, and help
support their spiritual journey. In 2008, the tradition was inscribed in the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO.
People go to cemeteries to be with the souls of the departed and build private altars containing the
favourite foods and beverages, as well as photos and memorabilia, of the departed. The intent is to
encourage visits by the souls, so the souls will hear the prayers and the comments of the living di-

rected to them. The three-day fiesta is filled with marigolds, the flowers of the dead; muertos (the
bread of the dead); sugar skulls; cardboard skeletons; tissue paper decorations; fruit and nuts; incense, and other traditional foods and decorations.

A common symbol of the holiday is the skull (in Spanish calavera), which celebrants represent in
masks, called calacas (colloquial term for skeleton), and foods such as sugar or chocolate skulls,
which are inscribed with the name of the recipient on the forehead. Sugar skulls can be given as
gifts to both the living and the dead.
Papel Picados is a decorative craft made by cutting elaborate designs into sheets of tissue paper.
It is considered a Mexican folk art and is crafted for many holidays and special events, especially
for the Day of the Dead.

Summary of Research
Style
Realistic

Atmosphere
Energetic

Tone
Bright/ Colourful - little contrast

Specific Time Period
Current with traditional elements

Social Class
Realistic - mixture

Materials
Stone with wooden beams; metal balconies

Texture
Organic houses contrasted with extravagant churches

Colours
Always contrasted and bright - red/orange/yellow with green/blue/purple

